
 1 

University of Arizona 
Center for Climate Adaptation Science and Solutions 

Arizona Institute for Resilient Environments and Societies 
 

CONFLUENCE: THE COLORADO RIVER AT THE COMPACT’S CENTENNIAL 
 

A Discussion of Current Issues and Solutions along “America’s Nile” and a 
Celebration of the Publication of the Colorado River Compact Centennial Volume, 

CORNERSTONE AT THE CONFLUENCE  
 

Environmental and Natural Resources 2 Building 
1064 E. Lowell St. 
Tucson, Arizona 

 
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

 
Registration and Refreshments: 8:00-8:30 a.m. 
 
Blessing: 8:30-8:40 a.m. 
• Miguel Flores, Jr., Pascua Yaqui Tribe and Tohono O’odham Nation. 
 
Introduction: 8:40-8:50 a.m. 
• Welcome 

o Sharon Collinge: Director, Arizona Institute for Resilient Environments and 
Societies, University of Arizona. 

• Symposium Introduction 
o Kathy Jacobs: Director, Center for Climate Adaptation Science and Solutions, 

University of Arizona. 
 
Opening Keynote: 8:50-9:10 a.m. 
• Tom Buschatzke: Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources. 

Topic: The “confluence” of unprecedented events occurring along the Colorado River system 
contemporaneously with the Colorado River Compact’s centennial. 

 
Panel 1: Climate Change & Apportionment: 9:10-10:25 a.m. 
• Moderator: Jason Robison, Professor, University of Wyoming College of Law;   

    Editor, Cornerstone at the Confluence. 
• Panelists:  

o Bonnie Colby: Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, 
University of Arizona. 

o Kathy Jacobs: Director, Center for Climate Adaptation Science and Solutions, 
University of Arizona. 

o Eric Kuhn: Former General Manager, Colorado River Water Conservation District; 
Co-author, Science Be Dammed. 

o Kathryn Sorenson: Director of Research, Kyl Center for Water Policy, Arizona State 
University. 
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Break: 10:25-10:45 a.m. 
 
Panel 2: Colorado River Ecosystems: A Century of Change: 10:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
• Moderator: Kathy Jacobs: Director, Center for Climate Adaptation Science and Solutions,      

   University of Arizona. 
• Panelists: 

o Karl Flessa: Professor, Department of Geosciences, University of Arizona. 
o Thomas Minckley: Professor, Department of Geology and Geophysics, University of 

Wyoming. 
o John Weisheit: Conservation Director, Living Rivers/Colorado Riverkeeper. 

 
Lunch: 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
 
Panel 3: Tribal Water Rights in an Era of Climate Change: 1:00-2:15 p.m. 
• Moderator: Heather Whiteman Runs Him: Associate Clinical Professor and Tribal Justice  

   Clinic Director, James E. Rogers College of Law, University of Arizona. 
• Panelists: 

o Karletta Chief: Director, Indigenous Resilience Center, Department of Environmental 
Science, and Cooperative Extension, University of Arizona. 

o Daniel McCool: Professor Emeritus, Department of Political Science, University of 
Utah. 

o Heather Tanana: Associate Professor, University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of 
Law. 

 
Break: 2:15-2:30 p.m. 
 
Panel 4: Climate Change & Colorado River Governance: 2:30-3:45 p.m. 
• Moderator: Andrea Gerlak: Director, Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, Professor, 

 School of Geography, Development & Environment, University of Arizona. 
• Panelists: 

o Andrew Curley: Assistant Professor, School of Geography, Development & 
Environment, University of Arizona. 

o Doug Kenney: Senior Fellow, Getches-Wilkinson Center for Natural Resources, 
Energy, and the Environment, University of Colorado. 

o Mariana Rivera-Torres: Manager, Climate Resilient Water Systems, Environmental 
Defense Fund. 

o Jason Robison, Professor, University of Wyoming College of Law; Editor, 
Cornerstone at the Confluence. 

 
Closing Keynote: 3:45-4:05 p.m. 
• Daryl Vigil: Co-Facilitator, Water & Tribes Initiative in the Colorado River Basin. 

Topic: The Law of the River’s “cornerstone,” the Colorado River Compact, and what should 
become of it moving forward from the centennial. 
 

Book Signing & Reception: 4:05-5:30 p.m. 
• Cornerstone authors will be on hand to sign books and talk with attendees.  


