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Energy in the U.S.... In 1776

 What was the energy economy like in 17767
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Where were we 20 years ago?

* Coal was the #1 source of ;. o
electricity "
* Fossil fuels made up over & N
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technologies were

expensive and inefficient

* Energy efficiency wasn’t a
major policy focus

National Council for Science and the Environment 3

.\J‘ Improving the scientific basis for environmental decisionmaking



Lessons from History

History of energy consumption in the United States (1776-2012)
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1. We go through energy transitions regularly
2. We tend to diversify our fuel mix as time goes on
3. We tend to decarbonize as time goes on
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Defining Terms

centralised decentralised distributed
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Centralized Power
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The Democratization of Energy
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“NCSE
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mwyman@ncseonline.org
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