
Adaptive	
  Management

Structured,	
  iterative	
  process	
  of	
  decision	
  making	
  in	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  uncertainty	
  
System	
  monitoring	
  to	
  reduce	
  uncertainty	
  and	
  increase	
  resilience	
  over	
  time



• Starting	
  in	
  2007,	
  USFS	
  adopted	
  an	
  
adaptive	
  management	
  policy
• Grazing	
  allotment	
  permits	
  as	
  
required	
  by	
  National	
  
Environmental	
  Policy	
  Act	
  (NEPA)
• 19	
  million	
  acres	
  in	
  AZ	
  and	
  NM
• 1.7	
  million	
  Animal	
  Unit	
  Months	
  
(AUMs)
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